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SERIES # 1: PLAY IS SERIOUS 
LEARNING

SERIES # 1D: What children's play 
is not?
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What is Play?

• Key words in defining 'Play'
-Fun
-Spontaneous
-Voluntary
-Child-Led
-Not for seriousness
-Recreational Activity
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What are things that aren't considered 
as 'Play'?

# 1 - Play is NOT competitive sports.

• Activities like organized soccer, baseball, 
basketball, or football are not children’s play 
because they involve adult-imposed rules and 
schedules that children generally must follow.
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What are things that aren't considered
as 'Play'?

# 2 - Play is NOT digitized learning.

• Apps and sites and software programs that 
look like play (for example, with Minecraft, 
kids can play with blocks etc.) are not play.



ᴿଠӑуኔӄć⑮ᡅĈⲺ㤹⮪"

# 2 -⑮ᡅуᱥᮦᆍौⲺᆜҖ

• ⵁ䎭ᶛ܅⑮ᡅⲺᓊ⭞ぁᓅૂ㖇ㄏԛ਀䖥Ԭぁ
ᓅδׁྸθ䙐䗽0LQHFUDIWθᆟᆆԢਥԛ⧟
〥ᵞㅿεуᱥ⑮ᡅȾ



What are things that aren't considered 
as 'Play'?

# 2 - Play is NOT digitized learning.

• Any digital learning is programmed by adult 
minds, not by children’s minds, and the 
structures that children must work with are 
adult-imposed.
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What are things that aren't considered 
as 'Play'?

# 3 - Play is NOT commercially made games.

• Games like Monopoly, Scrabble, and 
Pictionary, have adult-imposed rules.

• Children’s play must come from children 
creating their own rules.
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What are things that aren't considered 
as 'Play'?

# 4 - Play is NOT play with a purpose.

• An activity that has a teacher objective or skill 
attached to it is not play as it is adult imposed 
so it would be play-based learning, not natural 
play.
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What are things that aren't considered 
as 'Play'?

# 4 - Play is NOT play with a purpose.

• Ex. Sink and Float activity where students are 
experimenting, testing their predictions is an 
activity that is teacher led. Hence, this is play-
based learning but not natural play.
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What is Play-Based Learning at ISNS?

• At ISNS, a play-based approach to 
education involves child-initiated, teacher-
supported and teacher-directed learning.

• The teacher encourages children’s 
learning and inquiry through interactions that 
aim to stretch their thinking to higher levels.
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